SPORTS 

Panthers hope to 
protect star tight 
end Olsen as he 
rejoins roster 28 
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Black Friday 
tradition still 

a big deal for 
local residents 10a 
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EDUCATION 


Baby bust? Public schoo 
enrollment flattens in NC 


public schools told CMS to ex- 
pect. 

And it illustrates a trend that’s 
shaping up across North Car- 
olina: First-month numbers 
show the student boom that has 
characterized recent years is 
flattening out. The first tally is 
only 3,500 students over the 
same point in 2016, or about 
two-tenths of a percent growth 
in a state with more than 
1.5 million students in public 


BY ANN DOSS HELMS 
ahelms@charlotteobserver.com 


Mecklenburg County has 
almost 18,500 students in char- 
ter schools this year, an increase 
of 1,700 over last year. 

But that’s well below the 
2,600-student increase for char- 
ter schools Charlotte-Mecklen- 
burg Schools had budgeted for, 
based on what the independent 


schools. 

Before this the state had been 
growing by about 6,000 to 
more than 14,000 students each 
year since 2008, with much 
bigger increases in the years just 
prior to the recession. 

The state’s two largest dis- 
tricts, Wake and CMS, both saw 
first-month growth of less than 
1 percent, while 81 of the state’s 
115 school districts lost students. 
In the Charlotte region, that 


includes Union County, down 
by about 200 students. 

So what’s going on? State and 
local officials say it’s too early to 
be sure. 

“We’re still growing, but the 
growth that we have is being 
absorbed in charter schools,” 
said Alexis Schauss, director of 
school business for the N.C. 
Department of Public Instruc- 
tion. 

Indeed, North Carolina’s total 


THE STATE’S TWO 
LARGEST DISTRICTS, 
WAKE AND CMS, BOTH 
SAW FIRST-MONTH 
GROWTH OF LESS 
THAN 1 PERCENT. 


charter school enrollment 
topped 100,000 for the first 
time. That’s an increase of just 
above 8,800 students over the 
first month of 2016, and it in- 
cludes more than 4,000 stu- 
dents enrolled in two online 
charter schools. 

That trend has been in place 
since the state lifted its 100- 
school cap on charter schools in 
2011. But it doesn’t mean every 


SEE ENROLLMENT, 2A 


MODERN LOVE 


She crushed his hope 47 years ago, 
revived it when life seemed darkest 


JEFF SINER jsiner@charlotteobserver.com 


Tom Tate took his guitar on a trip to Sunset Beach with Susan Supernaw and sang a song from John Denver’s “Poems, Prayers and Promises.” 


BY ANN DOSS HELMS 
ahelms@charlotteobserver.com 


Not long ago, life was grind- 
ing Tom Tate down. 

He had dedicated more than a 
decade to the Charlotte-Meck- 
lenburg school board, only to 
see his dreams of reintegrated 
schools dissolve in a divided 
community. 

The Presbyterian church he 
pastors was struggling to hold 
onto members. And his mar- 
riage had fallen apart. 

As he neared 65, the tradi- 
tional age for gold watches and 
laudatory speeches, he feared 
his legacy would be failure. 

But life had a few plot twists 
left for Tate. Today he’s step- 
ping away from his old life with 
the exuberant stride of a young- 
er man. 


az 


Susan Supernaw and Tom Tate before their prom at Tulsa Central 
High School, where they met in sophomore English class in 1967. 


Courtesy of Tom Tate 


crushed his dreams of a lifetime 
together. 
But on that phone call she 


It all started with a call from 
Susan Supernaw, his high school 
sweetheart. In 1970 she had 


called him Tommy. He called 
her Susie. And after 46 years, 
something special rekindled. 


OKLAHOMA ROMANCE 

Tommy Tate and Susan Su- 
pernaw met in 1967, in sopho- 
more English class at Tulsa 
Central High School. 

They became an item at an 
icy November football game, 
when he shared his blanket and 
gave her a ride home. Cree- 
dence Clearwater Revival’s 
“Susie Q” was playing on the 
radio, giving Susan a new nick- 
name. 

They were a match made in 
central casting. He was a 6- 
foot-1 basketball player with 
blond hair and a big grin. She 
was a 5-foot-3 cheerleader with 
the brunette beauty of her Mus- 
cogee Indian heritage. 

They went to the same 
church. They worked on the 
yearbook together. They saw the 
movie “Camelot” and talked 


SEE ROMANCE, 19A 


LOCAL 


I-77 TOLL LANE 
ADVISORY GROUP 


The N.C. Department of 
Transportation is forming 
a new advisory group to 


decide what to do next. 
4A 


BUSINESS 


BANKS PAY MORE 
FOR DEPOSITS 


Banks have increased 
lending and need more 
deposits, so they’re 
willing to pay higher 
interest rates. 10A 


NATION & WORLD 


REVENGE FOR 
MOSQUE ATTACK 


The Egyptian leader 
vowed revenge after 
Islamist militants killed at 
least 235 people in an 
attack at a mosque. 18A 
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